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undiscovered Africa.

Geography

Nestled on the west coast of Africa between
Guinea to the north and Liberia to the East,
Sierra Leone covers an area of 73,326 square
kilometres (27,925 square miles), including
some 360 kilometres (212 miles) of North
Adtlantic Ocean coastline offering some of the
best beaches on the continent. A flat plain 113
kilometres (70 miles) stretches along much of
the coastline from the mangrove swamps on
the Liberian border to the peninsular, where
the capital, Freetown, sits, framed by the
majestic Sierra Lyoa mountains rising 1000m
(3280ft) behind it

Moving castwards, away from the coast, the
land rises to take in the lofty peaks of Wara
Wara, Loma, Sula, Tingi and Binturnani, West
Africa'’s highest mountain at 1,948m (6,391 ft).
While lowland plains of forests, bush and
farmland sweep from the centre of the country
down to the rainforests of the south. Cutting
across the country are seven rivers — the Sewa,
Moa, Rokel, Jong, Waanje, Bagru and the Little
Scarcies — flowing from the north-east to the
south-west and into the Atlantic Ocean.

caught in storms and cross currents at the mouth
of the Sierra Leone River.

By 1808 the coastal colony became part of the
British Empire and the British set about
extending their influence and control over the
tribes in the hinterland. In 1896, the British
Protectorate of Sierra Leone was declared,
bringing the hinterland into the empire and
defining the borders that make up Sierra Leone
today.

Sierra Leone was at the heart of Britain's West
African interests — its Governor also ruled the
Gold Coast {now Ghana) and the Gambia. It
was also the continent's educational centre.
Fourah Bay College, established in 1827, was
the first college for higher education south of
the Sahara. English speaking Africans flocked
there and quickly carned Sierra Leone the title
of the 'Athens of West Africa’.

During their colonial history, Sierra Leoneans
mounted several unsuccessful revolts against
British rule, and finally gained independence
peacefully on 27 April 1961. Under the
leadership of its first Prime Minister, Sir Milton
Margai, the newly independent nation adopted
a parliamentary system of government, later
becoming a Republic in 1971, In 1991 civil
war broke out and Sierra Leone entered the
darkest decade in its recent history. Peace was

Economy

Sierra Leone's economic outlook is bright. Investors are
returning in their droves and year on year, gross domestic
product (GDP) is rising (it was 5.7% in 2011). Sicrma
Leone is rich in minerals, including diamonds, gold,
bauxite, rutile and iron ore. The recovery of the mining
seetor, which contributes about 4% of GDP and 1s the
biggest foreign exchange carner, is a major factor, as is
the continued growth of other sectors such as agriculture,
on which three and a half million Sierra Leoncans
depend. Agriculture accounted for 45% of GDP in 2010,
The tourism sector has enormous potential and is steadily
becoming a major player in the economy.

Where to go

Relaxation
Beaches
Just a few miles out of Frectown along the picturesque
peninsula road lie some of the most stunning beaches
on the continent. Take a dip in the ocean and look back
to land and it's easy to see where the inspiration for the
Sierra Leone flag came from as you see the lush green
forest fringed mountains, pure white sand of the beach
and the refreshing blue waters of the Atlantic. Visit on
a weekday and you are likely to have them all to
yourselves.

Peninsula with shallow, warm and clear waters. The
kind of tourist activities going on is community base.
Proceeds from these activitics are used on the
development and livelihood of the community. The
local community offers food and lodging facilitics to
tourists and tourist will also have the opportunity to
frolic and learn more from the local community and
enjoy the green scenery and tropical forests and of
cause the hospitality of the locals

F m

River No. 2 Beach

Banana Island

For a real tropical island castaway experience travel to
Banana Island, just a 30 minute boat ride from Kent
beach.

were once used by the British Royal Navy stationed
on the island to stop slaving activity after the trade
was abolished in Britain in 1807, Ship-wrecks, visible
from a boat, lic in the waters around the island.
Elsewhere on the island lies the remains of a fort

beautiful forested location.

through which slaves passed on their way to be sold
in Europe and the Americas in the 18th century. In

the late 18th and 19th centuries, the islands became a
settlement for freed slaves whose descendants make
up most of the 900-strong friendly inhabitants today.

Sightseeing
Bunce Island

A boat trip to Bunce Island, which lies in the mouth
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Adventure

North

Wara Wara Mountain is located in the village of Wara
Wara Yagala in Koinadugu District, Northern
Province approximately 5 hours drive from Freetown.

‘Wara Wara Mountain

-
-

village in the provinces is a must. Stop at any village
as you journcy upline to experience the genuine
warmth and hospitality of Sierra Leoneans or venture  through the heart of Wara Wara Yag
to Rogbonko Village Retreat near Magburaka, which
offers clean and comfortable accommodation in a

rainforest. Wake up to the calls of the chimps in one
The mountain stands tall over the valley that carves  of the traditional roundhouses or tree canopy lodges.

ala town ringed  Kitchen facilities are available and visitors arc

by a circle of hills and offers great opportunitics for advised to take their own food and water.
trekking to neighbouring villages such as Bafodia,

Falaba and Sinkunia. A hike up the mountain will

take around 35 to 45 minutes.

Outamba-Kilimi National Park
Located north-cast of Kamakwie in the Bombali

After a hike, visitors can rest in Kabala, the nearest  district is Qutamba Kilimi National Park. To get there

town where the people are friendly

Wara Wara Mountain - The Mountain of the comfortable.

Wildlife

Tacug: Chimp Sanctuary
A trip to Sierra Leone would not be ¢

a visit to the ground breaking Tacugama Chimp
Sanctuary, home to more than 100 orphaned and

rescued chimpanzees.

Bala Amarasckaran abandoned hi
accountant to establish the sanctua

enforce chimp protection laws.

secure the welfare and future of chimpanzees in
Sierra Leone. A leading advocate for wildlife and
habitat conservation in Sierra Leone, the sanctuary
also runs a successful education project and works
closely with the Government of Sierra Leone to

and the climate  you have to cross the Little Scarcies River. The park
contains a mixed landscape of hills, grasslands,
rainforests and rivers to be explored on foot or by
boat. Look out for some of the rare clephants and
buffaloes and track them through dense bush. Hire a

omplete without

S gareer as an
ry in 1995 and

s St
e s S )
Outamba-Kilimi Nathonal Park

available upon request.

Tiwai Istand

The Island offers basic and comfortable camping in
the centre of the rainforest that can accommodate up
to 25 guests at a time, with tents, hammocks, dining
and washing facilities. A Research Centre
accommodates 15 guests. It is advisable to take bed
sheets, blankets (it can get very cold at night), insect
repellent and rain gear. The nearest small shops are
16kms from the island. Visitors can bring their own
food and drink or local dishes of fish and rice can be
prepared if booked in advance.

(developing industry)

Political Status: Sierra Leone operates under a
multiparty democracy.

Religion: Islam, Christianity

Communication: Sierra Leone Telecommunications
(Sierratel) is the main provider of landlines for both
national and international services in Sierra Leone.
Airtel, Comium and Africell provide GSM services.
There are several private companies providing internet
services. GSM Sim packs and recharge cards are
available at authorized dealer shops all over the country.

Climate: Sierra Leone has a tropical climate with
average temperatures of 27 to 30 degrees. It has two
seasons, the rainy season and the dry season. The rains
starts in May and ends October, while the dry season
is between November to April.

Travel: Sierra Leone is approximately six hours direct
flight from Europe on international airlines British
Airways, Brussels Airlines and Air France. Rn%iunal
Airlines like Royal Air Maroc, Asky and Arik also fly
to Freetown.

Travel Insurance: It is advisable for visitors to take
a comprehensive travel insurance covering, injury,
illness, death, delayed/lost/damaged baggage and
personal belongings.

Official/Business Hours: Monday to Friday, 8.00-17.00 hours

Banks: Banking hours in Sierra Leone are between 8:30-3:30pm
from Monday to Fridays. Some banks do offer international cash
withdrawal services.

Photography: Always ask permission before taking pictures of
nationals and private and sensitive properties. In most cases
people will be happy to comply, especially if you send them a
copy of the picture.

For further details contact

The National Tourist Board of Sierra Leone
P.O.Box: 1435 Freetown
Sierra Leone

Tel: +232 25 216362
+232 15 216345
+232 25 216360

Email: ntbslinfo@yahoo.com
info@ntb.sl

Website: www.welcometosierraleone.sl

The National Tourist Board of Sierra Leone through the Sustainable
Tourism Development and Promotion Project will support five
eco-tourism sites - Tiwai Island, Wara Wara Mountains, Tacugama
Chimp Sanctuary, Banana Island and River No. 2. by enhancing
and adding value to them.



